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Note: Report changes/updates are in blue 

Workers carry away 5-gallon buckets filled with oil removed from the sand on a beach about a mile from Refugio 

State Beach., Santa Barbara County 05/20/15. 

Photo Credit: Robert Hanashiro, USA TODAY 

CSWC Operational Period Summary 

1800 May 20 2015 to 0600 May 21 2015 
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SITUATION SUMMARY 
Significant Events – National 

 

U.S. public schools report fewer violent incidents 

(The Washington Post)---The rate of violent incidents in the nation’s public schools fell between the 2009-2010 and 2013-2014 school 

years, a period in which security measures such as surveillance cameras became more widespread, according to new federal data 

released Thursday. The reported reduction in violence comes even as high-profile crimes, including the 2012 shooting of 26 children and 

teachers at Sandy Hook Elementary in Newtown, Conn., have pushed school safety concerns into the nation’s consciousness. Sixty-five 

percent of U.S. public schools reported at least one violent incident in 2013-2014, according to the new report issued by the National 

Center for Education Statistics (NCES). That’s down from 74 percent in 2009-2010. The rate of violent incidents also fell, from 25 for every 

1,000 students to 15 per 1,000 students. The proportion of schools reporting serious violent incidents — a category including rape or 

attempted rape, fighting with a weapon, and robbery with or without a weapon — fell from 16 percent to 13 percent during the same time 

period. [Newtown massacre leads to security assessments nationwide].  As might be expected, violence was more prevalent among high 

schoolers than younger students: More than 90 percent of the nation’s public high schools reported a violent incident, compared with 53 

percent of elementary schools. The new report on public school safety and discipline was based on a survey sent to a nationally 

representative sample of 1,600 schools in 2014. It asked schools to report on the frequency of specific discipline problems as well as on 

safety and discipline plans, practices and training. The data show that security measures are becoming increasingly prevalent at schools, 

continuing a trend that began more than a decade ago following the 1999 Columbine High School shootings that killed 13 in Colorado. 

The proportion of schools using surveillance cameras increased from 61 percent to 75 percent between 2009-2010 and 2013-2014, while 

the proportion using an electronic system to notify parents of school emergencies increased from 63 percent to 82 percent. 

 

Significant Events – International 

 

Islamic State seizes Syria's ancient Palmyra 

(CNN)—ISIS militants took "full control" of the ancient city of Palmyra after Syrian government forces retreated from the area Thursday, 

activists said.  The Sunni jihadists made their advance early Thursday, said the London-based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, 

which monitors the conflict in the Middle Eastern nation. ISIS fighters had stormed the modern city, which is also known as Tadmur, on 

Wednesday. The city is just meters from the ancient ruins of temples and other structures, which have been designated as a UNESCO 

World Heritage Site. U.N. and Syrian officials have expressed fears that ISIS plans to destroy the ruins, just as it flattened the ancient 

Assyrian city of Nimrud and smashed statues in Iraq's Mosul Museum. A clear picture of who controlled what in and around Palmyra, 

which lies roughly 200 kilometers (125 miles) northeast of Damascus, remained elusive Thursday. Syria's state-run news agency, SANA, 

reported late Wednesday that popular defense groups had pulled out of some Palmyra neighborhoods amid a large assault from ISIS, 

which it said was trying to get into the archeological sites. The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights said Thursday that Syrian security 

forces were present in the east and west of Palmyra but were preparing to withdraw to another area. At least 100 Syrian regime troops 

were killed overnight fighting against ISIS in and around Palmyra, said the monitoring group's Rami Abdulrahman. So far there has been 

no claim by ISIS that it has taken the city or any of the strategic military sites and oil resources surrounding it. 
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SITUATION SUMMARY 

 

SPILL: 15-2785, Refugio Beach, Goleta, Santa Barbara County 

• On 05/19/15 at 1243 hours the California State Warning Center received a report from the Santa Barbara County Fire Department indicating 

that a ¼ mile sheen was observed off of Refugio State Beach, near Goleta, Santa Barbara County. 

• On 05/19/15 at 1510 hours the NRC reported that Plains All American Pipeline advised that crude oil was discovered to be coming out of a 

transmission pipeline at a Culvert under Highway 1. Contractors responded to scene and the action line was shut in. 

• The source of the spill was capped at approximately 1500 hours on 05/19/15, but a significant amount of oil reached the ocean at Goleta. 

• Mission opened in Cal EOC: 2015-05-19 Santa Barbara Refugio Oil Spill Incident. 

• On 05/20/15 two spill updates were received by the California State Warning Center (CSWC) at 1854 and 2022 hours. The callers stated 

that the oil has moved westward and has reached the beach at Arroyo Hondo Creek near Goleta. The CSWC conducted all appropriate 

notifications, including but not limited to local government agencies. 

 

Proclamations 

• Governor Brown Declares State of Emergency in Santa Barbara County to Assist Oil Spill Response. See attached 

http://gov.ca.gov/news.php?id=18967 

• A Proclamation from Santa Barbara County has been received.  The County is not requesting CDAA at this time. 

 

Trajectory and Shoreline Impacts 

• Trajectory Analysis per OSPR: 

• Two scenarios, one for each wind scenario:  

• If the winds are from the NW there will be very little new shoreline oiling by tomorrow morning. An offshore slick of 2 - 4 miles that 

was to the S - SE of the beach source could be expected. The exact distance and location of the offshore slick would depend on 

how the oil came off the beach and when it came off the beach. 

• If the winds are from the SW tonight, oil would be expected to remain pinned to the shoreline and by tomorrow morning the shoreline 

extent of the oiling could extend another 2 - 4 miles to the East of where it was reported on 05/19/15.  

 

 

 

http://gov.ca.gov/news.php?id=18967
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SITUATION SUMMARY 

SPILL: 15-2785, Refugio Beach, Goleta, Santa Barbara County 

 

Activations 

• The Incident Command Post (ICP) was moved to the County EOC facility on 05/20/15 at 0600 hours. The EOC will not be activated.  

 

Deployments 

• Unified Command: 

• Federal on Scene Coordinator: US Coast Guard (USCG) & the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

• State on Scene Coordinator: CA State Parks & CA Fish and Wildlife (CDFW). 

• Local on Scene Coordinator: Santa Barbara County Office of Emergency Management (OEM). 

• Tribal Coordination: Owl Clan Consultant is representing the Chumash Community.  

• Responsible Party: Plains All American Pipeline LLC. 

• California Conservation Corps has deployed 16 personnel to assist with on-scene shoreline cleanup activities. 

 

• Cal OES Personnel at scene:  

• A Cal OES Fire Assistant Chief, Cal OES Southern Regional Administrator, Cal OES Southern Deputy Regional Administrator, Cal 

OES Southern Region Emergency Services Coordinator (ESC), Cal OES Southern Region Ports and Harbors ESC, and (2) Cal 

OES Public Information Officers are at scene. 

• The Cal OES Southern Duty Officer (SDO) continues to monitor the situation and support the deployed staff. 

 

Responding Agencies 

Federal 

• USCG, FEMSA, EPA, US Fish and Wildlife, and NOAA.. 

 

State 

• Cal OES, CA State Parks, Cal OSPR, CA Fish and Wildlife, and Cal Volunteers. 

 

Local 

• Santa Barbara County OEM, Santa Barbara County Fire Department, Santa Barbara Sheriff’s Office, Owl Clan Consultant representing the 

Chumash Community, and the Gaviota Police Department. 
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SITUATION SUMMARY 

SPILL: 15-2785, Refugio Beach, Goleta, Santa Barbara County 

 

Beach and Campground Closures 

• Refugio Beach camp ground was evacuated and closed at 05/19/15 at 1800 hours per order of Santa Barbara Public Health Officer. 

• El Capitan Beach camp ground was evacuated and at 05/20/15 at 1420 hours to ensure the health and safety of visitors. 

• A website was established for the public to go to for more information at www.refugioresponse.com.  

• No shelters established. 

 

Animals 

• 2 oiled pelicans have been rescued by the Oiled Wildlife Care Network. 

 

Road Closures 

• None reported. 

  

Access and Functional Needs:  

• An AFN interpreter was present at the Press Briefing at 5/20/15 1815 hours. 

 

Cultural Impacts 

• Impacted areas have several cultural sites for the Chumash Tribe. Owl Clan Consultant is representing the Chumash Community and is 

training and will deploy people to monitor impacted coast to ensure that cultural sites are protected. 

• Chumash Tribal members are being trained to assist with protection of sensitive cultural sites.  

 

Environmental Impacts 

• OSPR has ordered a ban on fishing and the taking of shell fish in the spill area.  

• Local Animal Rescue and environmental groups such as Clean Seas and the Environmental Defense Center assisting impacted wildlife. 

• The Oiled Wildlife Care Network (OWCN) has been activated.   

• The OWCN has posted a blog listing the activities of the recovery and transport teams, as well as the work of the Cordelia facility and others 

involved in the wildlife response efforts.  You can access their blog at: http://www.owcn.org 

• Teams are on site now conducting wildlife reconnaissance and Search and Rescue activities.  

 

http://www.refugioresponse.com/
http://www.owcn.org/
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SITUATION SUMMARY 

SPILL: 15-2785, Refugio Beach, Goleta, Santa Barbara County 

  

Operations 

• Per Cal OES Southern Region Emergency Operations Center 2000 Situation Report: 

• Approximately 4 miles of Refugio Beach was impacted by the spill. 

• 20 barrels of oil were retrieved from the ocean and 100 barrels of oil were picked up at the spill site. As of 05/20/15 at 1800 hours, 

7,770 gallons of oil have been collected offshore. 

• 3000 feet of boom has been deployed. 

• NOAA projections show this morning 5/21/15 the spill will have expanded to 16 miles and by 1700 hours it will have expanded to 20 

miles. 

• The investigation of the pipeline rupture is complete. The pipeline is 11 miles in length and five feet underground. 

• Equipment with dirt is pre-positioned to dam the spill site for protection from high tide and potential precipitation expected on Friday. 

• Pacific Petroleum is in the process of repairing the ruptured pipeline.  

• ETA to be determined.  

• Contractors are ready to fix the pipe but are awaiting an Air Quality Permit and a Cultural Resources permit to begin repairs. 

• There is no ETA on the permits.  

•  Next ICP briefing was held today, 5/21/15 at 0630 hours. 

 

Resources 

• Per Cal OES Southern Region Emergency Operations Center 2000 Situation Report: 

• There are currently three boats with six total skimmers cleaning the water offshore. 

• There are 156 personnel responding on scene with 350 more ordered, including an additional 100 ordered through Patriot 

Environmental.  

• There are currently 116 personnel at the ICP. 

• Today, 5/21/15 there will be 18 vessels helping with oil spill response. 

• Today, 5/21/15 Five Shoreline Clean Up Assessment Teams will be surveying shoreline to assess extent of impact and determine 

best method of clean up. 

• There are rumors of planned protest today 5/21/15, noon at Refugio Beach. Unified Command is ordering an additional 30 security 

personnel. They had 14 security personnel. 
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SITUATION SUMMARY 

 

SPILL: 15-2785, Refugio Beach, Goleta, Santa Barbara County 

 

Volunteers 

• California Volunteers is working with the California Department of Fish and Wildlife’s (CDFW) office of Oil Spill Prevention and 

Response (OSPR).  

• California Volunteers is assisting with pre-screened volunteers.  

• At this time there is no request for volunteer public assistance to help with oil spill response operations.   

• OSPR is working with UC Davis, Oiled Wildlife Care Network’s staff and pre-trained volunteers, and the CDFW’s Natural Resource 

volunteers for oiled animal recovery and transport.  The public can assist by visiting this website www.wildlife.ca.gov/ospr/volunteer or 

by reporting oiled wildlife by calling 877-UCD-OWCN. 

• California Conservation Corps has a hazmat-trained crew joining the cleanup effort 05/21/15.  

 

Public Information 

• UC held a press briefing at 1815 hours at Tucker’s Grove County Park, Santa Barbara, CA 93111.  

• Joint Info Center (JIC) has been established.  

• OSPR has an incident website that the JIC will be posting information to.  

• JIC WEBSITE: https://calspillwatch.dfg.ca.gov/Spill-Archive/Santa-Barbara-County-Spill  

• Future media inquiries regarding Refugio State Beach oil spill should call:  805-696-1188. 

• A Third-Party Claims telephone number has been established for businesses and others to report economic losses or costs due to the 

oil spill:  1-866-753-3619  

 

http://www.wildlife.ca.gov/ospr/volunteer
https://calspillwatch.dfg.ca.gov/Spill-Archive/Santa-Barbara-County-Spill
https://calspillwatch.dfg.ca.gov/Spill-Archive/Santa-Barbara-County-Spill
https://calspillwatch.dfg.ca.gov/Spill-Archive/Santa-Barbara-County-Spill
https://calspillwatch.dfg.ca.gov/Spill-Archive/Santa-Barbara-County-Spill
https://calspillwatch.dfg.ca.gov/Spill-Archive/Santa-Barbara-County-Spill
https://calspillwatch.dfg.ca.gov/Spill-Archive/Santa-Barbara-County-Spill
https://calspillwatch.dfg.ca.gov/Spill-Archive/Santa-Barbara-County-Spill
https://calspillwatch.dfg.ca.gov/Spill-Archive/Santa-Barbara-County-Spill
https://calspillwatch.dfg.ca.gov/Spill-Archive/Santa-Barbara-County-Spill
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SITUATION SUMMARY  

  

Gas Leak, Weed, Siskiyou County (SPILL:  15-2829) 

• On 05/21/15 at approximately 0309 hours a tanker truck was struck by another truck behind the Pilot Truck Stop on East Vista Drive in 

Weed, Siskiyou County. 

• The tanker was carrying 7,200 gallons of Gasoline / Diesel mix; 1,000 gallons released to the roadway. An offload truck is enroute. 

• There was no impact to any waterways. 

• The California State Warning Center conducted all appropriate notifications, including but not limited to local government agencies. 

 

4.1M Earthquake, Obsidan Butte, Imperial County 

• On 05/20/15 at 2016 hours, a 4.1M EQ occurred 1 mile WSW of Obsidan Butte, Imperial Co there are no reports of injury or damage per 

Imperial Co.  

• The earthquake occurred in the Salton Sea, near the Southern San Andreas Fault, 28 miles north of Brawley, CA.  Light shaking 

intensity was indicated in Brawley and nearby communities.   

• The Cal OES EQTSU Duty Officer will continue to monitor seismic activity in the region and provide updates as needed. 

 

Flash Flooding / Mudslide Modoc and Shasta Counties 

• On 5/19/2015, flash flooding caused a mudslide on Day Road/County Road 94 in the Day Area of Modoc and Shasta Counties near the 

2014 Day Fire burn scar. Modoc County Road Department continues to work to clear the mud, debris and rocks.  

• If the precipitation continues Cal Fire believes that it is highly probable it will happen again.  

• Inland Region Emergency Services Coordinator (ESC) is coordinating with Shasta and Modoc counties to assess the damage.  

• Neither county has requested state assistance.  

 

Cal EOC Incident – 2014 Drought 

• SOC / Inland REOC remains activated in support of 2014 Drought 

 

Weather of Concern 

• There are no significant Watches or Warnings in effect at this time 

  

Active Weather Warnings, Watches and Advisories by County: http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/sto/brief/wwa_bc_cal.php 

 

 

http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/sto/brief/wwa_bc_cal.php
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WEATHER 
WEATHER SYNOPSIS BY REGION: 

 

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA AND CENTRAL COASTAL AREAS: 

 

Eureka Weather: 

Scattered to numerous showers and a few thunderstorms are expected across the interior again today and tomorrow, while cool and cloudy 

conditions will remain along the redwood coast. Shower coverage will decrease Saturday and Sunday but may increase again early next 

week. 

 

Medford Weather:  

Unsettled weather continues the rest of this week as the basic synoptic pattern remains the same with very little day to day variability. 

Therefore, expect much of the same for the rest of the week with only the finer details such as the exact location and intensity of showers 

changing daily. The immediate coast will be mostly cloudy but should remain dry while showers and afternoon thunderstorms will be the 

story for inland locations. Thunderstorm chances for the west side will continue through today while thunderstorms chances for the east side 

will last into the weekend.  

 

Reno Weather: 

A cloudy and active weather pattern will remain over California and Nevada through the end of the work week bringing rounds of showers 

and thunderstorms each afternoon and evening. Shower and thunderstorm coverage will decrease over the Memorial Day weekend with 

temperatures warming back to normal. 

  

San Francisco Weather: 

A cloudy and active weather pattern will remain over California and Nevada through the end of the work week bringing rounds of showers 

and thunderstorms each afternoon and evening. Shower and thunderstorm coverage will decrease over the Memorial Day weekend with 

temperatures warming back to normal. 
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WEATHER 
WEATHER SYNOPSIS BY REGION: 

 

CENTRAL CALIFORNIA AND SOUTHERN SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY: 

 

Sacramento Weather: 

Scattered showers and mainly mountain thunderstorms through the end of the week with slightly below normal daytime temperatures. Drier 

over the weekend and early next week except for a continued shower threat over the Sierra. Temperatures warming to slightly above 

normal. 

 

Hanford Weather: 

A trough of low pressure will remain over the west coast through Friday. This will keep a threat of showers and thunderstorms over the 

region today and Friday, lingering in the Sierra Nevada through Saturday. Weak high pressure will move over the region this weekend with a 

warming and drying trend. 

  

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA:    

  

Los Angeles Weather: 

Cool and unsettled conditions will prevail through Friday as low pressure approaches the area today and moves over the area tonight and 

Friday. This low will bring the threat of showers and isolated thunderstorms to parts of the area tonight and Friday. For the Memorial Day 

weekend, fair skies and slightly below normal temperatures will prevail. For the first half of next week, a typical coastal stratus pattern will 

develop with temperatures a little below normal. 

  

Extreme Southwestern California including Orange, San Diego, Western Riverside and Southwestern San Bernardino Counties: 

Low pressure aloft will bring cool weather through Saturday. Showers will move through the region tonight through Friday, with a slight 

chance of thunderstorms. Locally gusty winds will occur in the deserts through Friday. Fair and slightly warmer weather is expected next 

week with night and morning clouds. 

  

Southeast California Weather:  

A series of upper level low pressure systems will affect the region through the end of the week, but overall dry conditions will prevail for the 

lower deserts. This pattern will bring in cooler temperatures through Saturday, increased cloud cover, and breezy to locally windy conditions 

for today and Friday. Dry conditions and a warming trend are expected through the middle of next week, but temperatures should still 

remain below seasonal normals. 
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STATE WEATHER MAP 
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FIRE ACTIVITY 

 

 Preparedness Levels 

 

National Preparedness Level 1 

  

Northern California 

Preparedness Level 2,  Multi-Agency Coordination System MACS Mode 1 

  

Southern California 

Preparedness Level 2,  Multi-Agency Coordination System MACS Mode 2 

 

California Fire Potential & Weather Maps 

 

Southern California 7 Day Significant Fire Potential 

http://psgeodata.fs.fed.us/7day/action/forecast/8 

 

Northern California 7 Day Significant Fire Potential 

http://psgeodata.fs.fed.us/7day/action/forecast/10 

 

California Fire Weather Map Watches and Warnings 

http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/firewx/main.php 

 

NWS California River Forecast Center: 

http://www.cnrfc.noaa.gov/  

http://psgeodata.fs.fed.us/7day/action/forecast/8
http://psgeodata.fs.fed.us/7day/action/forecast/8
http://psgeodata.fs.fed.us/7day/action/forecast/10
http://psgeodata.fs.fed.us/7day/action/forecast/10
http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/firewx/main.php
http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/firewx/main.php
http://www.cnrfc.noaa.gov/
http://www.cnrfc.noaa.gov/
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CAL OES 2014 DROUGHT 

Cal EOC Incident – 2014 Drought 

 

• The SOC, Inland, Coastal, and Southern REOCs and the Santa Barbara County EOC are activated in support of the Drought 

State of Emergency and continue to monitor the situation.  

• The Governor issued Executive Order B-26-14 on 09/19/14, to streamline relief efforts for families with drinking water 

shortages due to drought, specifically through the California Disaster Assistance Act, to provide temporary water supplies to 

households without water for drinking and/or sanitation purposes.  

• The Governor issued  Executive Order B-29-15 on 04/01/15 which announced actions that will save water, increase 

enforcement to prevent wasteful water use, streamline the state's drought response and invest in new technologies to make 

California more drought resilient. 

• CDAA 2014 Drought Fact Sheet and Frequently Asked Questions provided to Regions for reference and distribution.  

• Cal OES Recovery continues to coordinate the Community Impacts Workgroup conference calls.  Currently, the calls take 

place on alternating Wednesdays.  

• Cal OES Regional (Inland, Coastal, Southern) conference calls continue to occur on a weekly basis.  
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CAL OES 2014 DROUGHT 

Cal EOC Incident – 2014 Drought 

 

Local Emergency Proclamations:  

A total of 57 local Emergency Proclamations have been received to date from city, county, and tribal governments, as 

well as special districts: 

• 25 Counties:  El Dorado, Fresno, Glenn, Inyo, Humboldt, Kern, Kings, Lake, Madera, Mariposa,  Merced, Modoc, Plumas, 

San Bernardino, San Joaquin, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Shasta, Siskiyou, Sonoma, Sutter, Trinity, Tulare, 

Tuolumne, and Yuba. 

 

• 11 Cities:  City of Live Oak (Sutter County), City of Lodi (San Joaquin County), City of Montague (Siskiyou County), City of 

Portola (Plumas County), City of Ripon (San Joaquin County), City of San Juan Bautista (San Benito County), City of Santa 

Barbara (Santa Barbara County), and City of West Sacramento (Yolo County), City of Willits (Mendocino County), City of 

Manteca (San Joaquin County), City of Porterville (Tulare County). 

 

• 9 Tribes:  Cortina Indian Rancheria (Colusa County), Hoopa Valley Tribe (Humboldt County), Karuk Tribe 

(Siskiyou/Humboldt Counties), Kashia Band of Pomo Indians of the Stewarts Point Rancheria (Sonoma County), Picayune 

Rancheria of Chukchansi Indians (Madera County) Sherwood Valley Pomo Indian Tribe (Mendocino County), Tule River 

Indian Tribe (Tulare County), Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation (Yolo County), and Yurok Tribe (Humboldt County). 

 

• 12 Special Districts: Carpinteria Valley Water District (Santa Barbara County), Goleta Water District (Santa Barbara County), 

Groveland Community Services District (Tuolumne County), Lake Don Pedro Community Services District (Mariposa 

Stanislaus County), Mariposa Public Utility District (Mariposa County), Meiners Oaks Water District (Ventura County), 

Montecito Water District (Santa Barbara County), Mountain House Community Service District (San Joaquin County), 

Nevada Irrigation District (Nevada County), Placer County Water Agency (Placer County), Tuolumne Utilities District 

(Tuolumne County), and Twain Harte Community Services District (Tuolumne County).   
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Mission:     

We protect lives and property, build capabilities, and support our communities for a 

resilient California. 

  

We achieve our mission by serving the public through effective collaboration in 

preparing for, protecting against, responding to, recovering from, and mitigating the 

impacts of all hazards and threats. 


